
Dumile
I t  was in ARTLOOK's maiden issue,
back in Novemb€r last year, that the
statemeni was made: ' .  ,  .  i rslaba
Zwelidumile lvlxgasi - better known as
simply Oumile - has become the
fastest r isrng name on the South
Afr ican art scene .
He is st i l l  on the ascendant.
He holds a one-man show - his thrro -
in Gallery 101 from June 12, ! ' ! ,hen
he wil l  b€ showing his latest drawings
and sculptures,
This astonishing young man, of whose
work Soulh Afr icans - and buyers
abroad - can't  seem to get enough,
has added several further laurels to
his record since that art icle appeared.
In addit ion to those of the National
Ga l l e r y  and  Du rban  A r t  Ga l l e r y ,  he  i s
now represented in the col lect ion of
the Pretoria Art Museum; he is now in
private col lect ions in the USA, Eng-
l and ,  Be lg i um,  l s rae l  and  Sou th  A f r i ca ;
and he has just been selected to take
pa r t  i n  t h i s  yea r ' s  Sao  Pau lo  B ienna le .
Ye t  Dumi l e  i s  comp le te l y  un t ra i ned  as
an art ist and has had practical ly no
academic  educa t i on .  And  I n  h i s  l i f e
of between 23 and 26 years (he him-
self does not know how old he is) he
has l ived the hazardous tr ials of an
orphan In the townships of Johannes-
burg.
Hrs attention has of late turned in-
creasingly to sculpture, which many
admirers of his work f ind not as
satisfying as his drwings with their
wonderful vigour and strange, often
powerful,  poetry.
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A drcwing by Dumile, 'Hea, No Evil,
Speak No Evtl .  See No Evi l .  l l3 ' / , in x
V/2inl, executed when he was in
Durban last yeat. lt is in a uivate
col lec t ion in Johannesbuto.Eachus King
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